Is Divorce Legal in the Philippines
2021: Everything You Need to
Know
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divorce still legal Philippines. This may come as a surprise to many, as the ,2021
Philippines remains to be the only country in the world, aside from the Vatican,
where divorce is not yet legalized. As law blog, topic particularly interesting
relevant, ongoing debate Efforts to Legalize Divorce in the Philippines continue

.make headlines spark discussions across country

In the Philippines, the only means to end a marriage legally is through annulment.
However, the process of annulment is often costly, time-consuming, and
inaccessible to many Filipinos, particularly those from lower socioeconomic
backgrounds. This has led to significant public outcry and calls for the
legalization of divorce, in order to provide a more accessible and affordable

.means for couples to end their marriages

Over the years, there have been several attempts to legalize divorce in the
Philippines. A bill proposing the legalization of divorce was first filed in the
Philippine Congress back in 1999. Since then, numerous bills have been filed, but
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none have successfully passed into law. The most recent effort to legalize divorce
in the Philippines was in 2019, when a bill entitled the “Divorce Act of 2019” was
filed in the Senate. However, bill gain enough support move forward

Despite the lack of legal recognition for divorce, public opinion on the matter is
divided. According to a survey conducted by the Social Weather Stations in 2018,
53% of Filipinos are in favor of legalizing divorce, while 32% are against it, and
15% are undecided. These statistics highlight the ongoing discourse and

.conflicting perspectives on divorce in the Philippines

The absence of divorce laws in the Philippines has significant implications for
individuals trapped in unhappy or abusive marriages. Without the option of
divorce, many couples are forced to stay in unhealthy or toxic relationships, which
can have detrimental effects on their well-being and that of their children. The
inability to legally end a marriage also creates barriers to moving on and finding

.closure for many Filipinos

Overall, the topic of divorce in the Philippines is a complex and multifaceted issue
that continues to be a subject of great importance and debate. As the only country
in the world where divorce remains illegal, the Philippines™ stance on this matter
is unique and raises important questions about the rights and well-being of its
citizens. It remains to be seen whether future legislative efforts will bring about a
change in the legal status of divorce in the Philippines. Until then, the debate and
discussions surrounding this topic are likely to persist, as Filipinos grapple with

.the implications of the current legal landscape regarding marriage dissolution
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Legal Contract: The Legality of Divorce in
the Philippines in 2021

This contract is entered into on this day [Date], by and between the parties [Party
.”A] and [Party B], hereinafter referred to as “the Parties

Contract Terms

Introduction .1

The Parties acknowledge that the legality of divorce in the Philippines is 1.1
.governed by the Family Code of the Philippines

The Family Code of the Philippines does not recognize divorce as a legal 1.2
means of dissolution of marriage, except for certain circumstances as provided
by law

Legal Provisions .2

Article 26 of the Family Code allows a Filipino to remarry if their foreign 2.1
spouse obtained a divorce abroad, provided that such divorce is valid under the
Jaws of the foreign spouse’s country

Other legal grounds for separation are legal separation and annulment, as 2.2
.provided under Articles 55 to 67 and 45 to 54 of the Family Code, respectively

Limitations .3

The Parties acknowledge that the legality of divorce in the Philippines is 3.1
subject to the provisions of the Family Code and other relevant laws and legal
.practice

Any attempt to procure a divorce in contravention of the Family Code and 3.2
.other relevant laws shall be deemed illegal and null and void

Governing Law .4

This contract shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the 4.1
Jaws of the Philippines

Any disputes arising out of or in connection with this contract shall be 4.2
.subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of the Philippines




Frequently Asked Legal Questions
About Divorce in the Philippines

Answer

Question

Unfortunately, divorce is still not legal in the
Philippines in 2021. The only option for couples
seeking to end their marriage is through
.annulment

Is Is Divorce Legal in the .1
?Philippines 2021

No, the Philippines does not recognize divorces
granted in other countries. Filipinos who obtain a
divorce abroad are not considered as such under

.Philippine law

Can I file for divorce in .2
another country and have it
recognized in the
?Philippines

The process for annulment in the Philippines can
be complex and time-consuming. It involves
proving that the marriage is invalid from the

.beginning, as if it never existed

What process annulment .3
?Philippines

Yes, there are several grounds for annulment in
the Philippines, including lack of parental consent,
.psychological incapacity, and fraud

Are there any grounds .4
for annulment in the
?Philippines

The duration of an annulment process can vary,
but it often takes several years to complete due to
.the legal complexities involved

How long does an .5
annulment process typically
?take in the Philippines

A lawyer plays a crucial role in guiding individuals
through the annulment process, representing them
in court, and ensuring that their rights are
.protected

What role lawyer .6
?annulment process

Yes, legal separation is possible in the Philippines
and allows couples to live separately while
.maintaining their marital status

Can a couple legally .7
separate in the Philippines
without getting a divorce or
?annulment

There have been discussions and proposed bills to
legalize divorce in the Philippines, but as of 2021,
.no such law has been enacted

Are there any proposed .8
bills to legalize divorce in
?the Philippines




Since divorce is not legal in the Philippines for any
couple, same-sex couples also do not have the
.option to divorce under Philippine law

Can same-sex couples .9
legally divorce in the
?Philippines

Aside from annulment and legal separation,
couples in the Philippines can also explore options
such as mediation and counseling to address their

.marital issues

Are there alternative .10
options for couples in the
Philippines who want to
?end their marriage




