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Frequently Asked Questions About Types
of Courts in Rwanda

Answer Question

Rwanda has a hierarchical court system consisting of
the Supreme Court, High Courts, Intermediate Courts,
and Primary Courts. The Supreme Court is the highest

court in the country, followed by the High Courts,
Intermediate Courts, and Primary Courts, which handle

.different types of cases at various levels

What are the main .1
types of courts in

?Rwanda

The Supreme Court in Rwanda has appellate
jurisdiction over all other courts in the country. It also

has the authority to interpret the constitution and
.review laws and regulations

What is the .2
jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court in

?Rwanda

No, the decisions of the Supreme Court in Rwanda are
.final and cannot be appealed

Can the decisions of .3
the Supreme Court be

?appealed

The High Courts in Rwanda handle serious criminal
cases, civil cases, and administrative disputes. They
also have appellate jurisdiction over decisions of the

.Intermediate and Primary Courts

What types of cases .4
are heard in the High

?Courts in Rwanda

The Intermediate Courts in Rwanda handle less serious
criminal cases, civil cases, and administrative disputes.
They also have appellate jurisdiction over decisions of

.the Primary Courts

What is the role of .5
the Intermediate

?Courts in Rwanda
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The Primary Courts in Rwanda handle minor criminal
cases, civil cases, and family disputes. They also have

.jurisdiction over local land matters

What are the .6
Primary Courts

responsible for in
?Rwanda

Yes, Rwanda has specialized courts such as the
Commercial Courts, the Military High Court, and the

Military Tribunal, which handle specific types of cases
related to commercial disputes, military offenses, and

.international crimes

Are there specialized .7
?courts in Rwanda

The courts in Rwanda are composed of professional
judges appointed by the High Council of the Judiciary,
as well as lay judges who represent the community and

.participate in the administration of justice

What composition .8
?courts Rwanda

Judges in Rwanda are appointed by the President of the
Republic based on the recommendations of the High

Council of the Judiciary, which ensures the
.independence and integrity of the judiciary

How are judges .9
?appointed in Rwanda

The Rwandan judicial system is guided by the
principles of independence, impartiality, fairness, and
accessibility, aiming to provide equal justice for all and

.uphold the rule of law in the country

What are the .10
principles that guide
the Rwandan judicial

?system

Exploring the Fascinating Types of
Courts in Rwanda

As a legal enthusiast, I have always been fascinated by the judicial system in
Rwanda. The country has a unique and diverse range of courts, each with its own
role and significance in the legal landscape. In this blog post, I will delve into the
different types of courts in Rwanda, offering insights, statistics, and case studies

.to shed light on this intriguing topic



Overview  of  the  Types  of  Courts  in
Rwanda

Rwanda has a three-tiered judicial system, consisting of the Supreme Court, the
High Court, and the lower courts. Each level of the judiciary plays a crucial role in

.upholding the rule of law and ensuring justice for all Rwandans

Supreme Court
The Supreme Court is the highest judicial authority in Rwanda, responsible for
interpreting the constitution and ensuring the uniform application of the law. It
also  hears  appeals  from  lower  courts  and  has  the  power  to  review  the

.constitutionality of laws and regulations

High Court
The High Court has jurisdiction over serious criminal cases, civil disputes, and
family matters. It is an essential part of the judicial system, providing a forum for

.resolving complex legal issues and ensuring the fair administration of justice

Lower Courts
Below the High Court, there are various lower courts, including intermediate
courts, primary courts, and specialized chambers. These courts handle a wide
range  of  cases,  including  minor  criminal  offenses,  land  disputes,  and

.administrative  matters

Statistics and Case Studies
To  gain  deeper  understanding  types  courts  Rwanda,  let`s  take  look  some

.Statistics and Case Studies showcase diversity complexity judicial system

(Number Cases Handled (2020 Court Level

374 Supreme Court

2,189 High Court

Over 50,000 Lower Courts



These  statistics  highlight  the  significant  caseload  managed  by  the  courts  in
Rwanda, underscoring the importance of a well-functioning judicial  system in

.addressing the legal needs of the population

Exploring the types of courts in Rwanda has been a truly enlightening journey.
The  diversity  and  complexity  of  the  judicial  system  reflect  the  country`s
commitment to upholding the rule of law and ensuring access to justice for all.
With its  robust hierarchy of  courts and the dedication of  legal  professionals,

.Rwanda`s judicial system stands as a beacon of hope for the pursuit of justice

Legal Contract: Types of Courts in
Rwanda

This contract outlines the different types of courts in the legal system of Rwanda
.and the legal framework within which they operate

Jurisdiction Legal Basis Court Type

Highest court of appeal,
interprets the
constitution

The Constitution of the Republic of
Rwanda, Law No. 28/2013 of
24/05/2013 establishing the

organization, functioning and
jurisdiction of the courts of justice

Supreme Court

Hears serious criminal
cases, civil cases, and

administrative disputes

Law No. 28/2013 of 24/05/2013
establishing the organization,

functioning and jurisdiction of the
courts of justice

High Court

Hears commercial
disputes and insolvency

cases

Law No. 13/2011 of 16/05/2011
establishing commercial courts and

determining their organization,
functioning and jurisdiction

Commercial
Court

Hears criminal and civil
cases within its

jurisdiction

Law No. 28/2013 of 24/05/2013
establishing the organization,

functioning and jurisdiction of the
courts of justice

Intermediate
Court



Hears minor criminal
and civil cases, family

law matters

Law No. 28/2013 of 24/05/2013
establishing the organization,

functioning and jurisdiction of the
courts of justice

Primary Court

These courts operate within the legal framework provided by the Constitution of
Rwanda  and  various  laws  governing  the  organization,  functioning,  and
jurisdiction of the courts. This contract serves as a reference for the types of

.courts in Rwanda and their legal basis


